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Happy New Year, everyone! It"s Junji Yang, your friendly CIR from City Hall.
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Believe it or not, this year marks my fourth year living in Hachinohe. Over my time here, |’ ve really grown attached
to this place—the nature, the culture, and especially the people. It feels like I'm becoming more of a local every
day. Even the convenience store workers start giving me that “Oh, you again” look when | walk in. Lately, I ve
caught myself thinking, “Maybe | should just stay here even after my contract’s up.” So, hey, if you know any
cool job opportunities, let me know! (Haha)

&) %?@a= Kushihiki Hachiman Shrine
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Anyway, back to the main topic! This New Year, with my growing

affection for Hachinohe in mind, | finally made my Hatsumode
debut by visiting Kushihiki Hachiman Shrine!
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When | arrived, soft snow was falling, and the shrine was bustling
with visitors. Despite the cold, the scent of food from the festival
stalls and the cheerful chatter of people brought a warm and
cozy feeling.

| tried my luck with an omikuji fortune slip and got “Chu-kichi”
(moderate luck). It told me that | shouldn’t make any moves myself
and that waiting would bring good fortune. For “moderate luck,”
well, that doesn’t really sound too positive, but | guess | will just
interpret it positively and use it as an excuse to be a little lazy for
a while!
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That said, | still ended up challenging myself early in the New Year by trying Winter Sea fishing with some colleagues for the
first time. | was worried about the cold and seasickness, but neither ended up being a problem, and | had a great time. Even
as a beginner, | managed to catch a surprising amount of fish. The sense of accomplishment in the moment and the taste of
the fresh fish | brought back were both unforgettable
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Looking back, it seems like life in Hachinohe will be even
richer than | imagined this year, and | hope it will be
full of new discoveries. Inspired by my omikuji fortune,
| guess | will wait patiently to enjoy the joys that come
from it!
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Last but not least, I'd like to wish you all a Happy
New Year once more. There’ s a Chinese proverb,

“ImBIEZELE (rui xué zhao feng nian),”

which means “good snow is a sign of a bountiful harvest.” | hope this year will bring you abundant blessings and
that wonderful things, like a snowfall of good fortune, will accumulate for you. | look forward to another great
year with all of youl!
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TEL:0178-52-5511
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== k—A— : http://www.todoroki.info/
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Hachinohe City provides disaster prevention information for foreign residents in English and simple Japanese on
the website. Please make sure you can check it at any time to increase your knowledge about disaster prevention and
prepare for disasters on a daily basis.
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evacuation Shelters 1n Japan.
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