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It’s almost hard to believe that it has been almost a whole year since the global pandemic first started and continues to affect the lives of

millions around the world. Out of all the many hardships that have arisen, one mundane yet very constant stressor is surely the fact that we
can no longer freely be with the people that we love the most. I think everyone can relate that it’s especially during the holiday seasons

when we look forward to gathering with our family and friends, which is something that many of us haven’t been able to do in a year.

FEOOFIMNADBERNMLAL MMRPTHEADEFICHENERBRDTHL. HITCIFIIRBIBAT ELONEL
THRBRALGEEDF T HENICROAMLRAZRLADI. EVWLDALBRICEZABWIETLE RIS BERLED
BRGRHIC.REPRELRIEZELAIILTOV DI SEIRRABD o1 LW AP ZLDTIEERWLET,

As someone living in a foreign country, the holidays have always been filled with longing for the comfort of being home. In America, things
usually start getting festive from Halloween until the New Year. The last three months of the year always feel so busy and pass by in the
blink of an eye, but since living in Japan, even though I see some people or businesses celebrate Halloween and Christmas, for example, it
definitely doesn’t look or feel the same. To give you an idea of what the holiday seasons feel like for me back home, there’s always a lot of
good food, pretty decorations, fun activities, and lots of vacation days. We get two days off for Thanksgiving, usually Thursday and Friday,
making it a 4 day weckend. As for Christmas and New Years, we normally get around December 23rd until January 2nd off, or more if

you’re in school.
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Since I grew up in a Chinese family, our Thanksgivings would include some
American foods, like turkey, and a lot of special Chinese foods like steamed fish and
hotpot. For decorations, I used to put up the Christmas tree with my family, and we
would spend a day or two hanging up decorations, listening to music and chatting.
At night, we would drive by other neighborhoods and stop to look at their
Christmas lights! Some people have really beautiful decorations that cover the entire
front yard of their house and they will let you walk around to admire it. Other
events that are probably very specific to my family include playing ping pong,

playing mahjong or other card games, and working on puzzles that have 1000

pieces (it takes days but it's so addicting). We don’t do anything extremely crazy or g 7, ) Z?Z“ y— O)Efﬁ’) 13

different, but it’s special because we only do those things when we are together as a family.
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This year is the first time I remember making a small Thanksgiving dinner just to enjoy myself.

I also helped put up Christmas lights at my workplace, and it was work but I was so happy.
Holidays will never feel the same without certain people in a certain place, but I think it’s
important to remember the little things that make us feel closer to home. I hope that we can all
take the time to slow down and find fulfillment in our daily lives. Here’s to a brand new year and

to wishing that every year is better than the last!
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I finished my job as the CIR of Hachinohe City this past September, and now I'm working at a local company in the area. I had the
wonderful honor of working as the CIR for the past 2 years, through which I met so many great people and learned so much about this
city. Some of my favorite memories include the many Hachinohe International Relations Association events that I was able to help out
with, especially the annual Festa. There are so many foreigners from non-English speaking countries living and working in Hachinohe, and
it was such a unique and unexpected experience to make so many international friends. I also loved the Miniboat Program, in partnership
with the Columbia River Maritime Museum from my home state of Oregon, USA. Hachinohe is so lucky to have close relationships with

other cities and people around the world, and I hope to see the friendships grow even more in the future.
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Lastly, I was inspired by the hardworking volunteers of the Hachinohe International Relations Association, who strive to improve their own
abilities, whether its through English language learning, making a safe and fun community for resident foreigners, or creating written
content to spread the awareness of the international cultures and communities in the area. The warm-hearted people I have met during
my time as CIR are truly the biggest blessings. I think Hachinohe is a lovely place with so much potential, and I’'m looking forward to

living here in the coming years.
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NABLTBHDTT, Services are available in English and Easy Japanese.
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Cost

Registration and information services are free.
However, telecommunication fees remain.

Information Sent
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/il&’ (mL\/)i) LB, /$/BZ (.—Jl,\,)*x’) 75‘b0)14_|=l7‘ At available in Japanese, Easy Japanese and English
tsunami advisories / warnings, evacuation information
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AE- RS REE HFBEDS available in English or Easy Japanese
earthquakes, typhoons, evacuation advisories / warnings,

the opening and location of evacuation centers

(3Lifeline Information
available in English or Easy Japanese
problems with electricity, gas and water
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