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In early May a ceremony was held in the Okuki
port for the unveiling of two newly reconstructed
Torii for the Itsukushima Shrine.
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When the terrible tsunami struck eastern Japan in 2011, along with the
immeasurable damage that it wreaked on the east seaboard of Japan, it also destroy two gates that had adorned
the approach to the Itsukushima Shrine in the port of Okuki. The debris was swept out to sea and the gates
considered lost. But miraculously enough the torii gate pieces would be discovered two years later, all the way on
the other side of the Pacific Ocean.
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One day, two large pieces of drift wood washed ashore on the beaches of Oregon State. As it was soon discovered,
these were the two lintels, called kasagi, from the two torii gates that had been destroyed in the tsunami, and it was
able to be determined which gates they belonged to. Through the efforts of Portland’ s Japanese Garden Society
of Oregon, the tori lintels were shipped back to Hachinohe, to be displayed and reconfirmed as the correct Kasagi
pieces, and then sent to Hirono to be restored, and finally returned to their original shrine to take their rightful place
atop two new torii gate for the Itsukushima Shrine.
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| was fortunate enough help unload the torii gates’ lintels when they were
brought to Hachinohe from Oregon State before their restoration, and
fortunate enough to witness the ceremony held to officiate their
reconstruction. Truly what was more amazing than the brand new gates, the
beauty of the ocean in the foreground, and even the flocks of Hachinohe’ s
own black tailed gulls, who also joined in the ceremony to provide a
wonderful chorus in the background, was the sense of community, friendship,
and pride. International relations can be complicated on both a national level

and personal level for citizens of any country. But when two communities can
join together and work towards a common goal with such unity, | am filled BEAHEISBERBLU TV @R EXR
with hope for the future of our two nations, and gratitude that these two AEBIHULBBEZRICITER UL,
communities could complete such an admirable task together.
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