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On March 17th many people throughout the world will be celebrating a
holiday called St. Patrick’s Day. Although western holidays like Christmas,
Halloween, and Valentine’s Day have gained growing popularity in Japan,

St. Patrick’s Day remains relatively unknown.
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Saint Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland. The story goes that hundreds of years ago Saint Patrick was
kidnapped by pirates and stolen to Ireland. After escaping and becoming a bishop, he returned to
Ireland to convert the people to Catholicism, and whose memory is celebrated March 17th as an
important holiday.

BN IR TP AILSYRDSTERATY, BIAEFORICHEY, /SNy IEBRICEDN. PAILSVRCESD
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This leaves the question of how an Irish Saint’s festival became a holiday celebrated around the world
regardless of one’s religion. Around the second half of the 1800s, Ireland was struck with a huge famine
that killed hundreds of thousands and caused hundreds of thousands of Irish to flee the country to
places like the USA, Canada, Australia, etc. When Irish immigrants arrived, they continued to celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day. As time progressed the celebrations become larger and more well-known, so that
soon the holiday became more a celebration of Irish culture and heritage and less about religion.

UL, BN I R TP AILSVROFEEANRDIC, BREBDDORAICHHIDOESFTHRPDOALH ZOHREZER
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So how do people in the USA celebrate St. Patrick’s Day? Most people wear green clothing. Green and
the green shamrock are symbols strongly associated with Ireland and St Patrick. Children (and some
adults) often dress in green and go to school, and those friends who forget to wear green on March
17th are playfully pinched as a penalty. Cities, such as NYC, Chicago, and Savannah host large parades,
and some cities even dye their fountains or entire rivers green. Finally, one other common practice is to
eat traditional Irish immigrant food and drink a Guinness, the most popular beer from Ireland, or to
consume beer that has been dyed green in honor of the celebration. This March 17th try celebrating St.
Patrick’s Day by wearing a bit of green and maybe even enjoying a Guinness after work!
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Hotto Suru Email is a service that sends out disaster and safety information to
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Typhoon Vonglong is expected to draw cio
=y 1o Aomor Prefecture sccompanied by
wtrengthensng wind and rain

In ordes 1o keep damage from the typhoon
at @ minimum, plesse pay attention 1o the |
ollowing:

1. Keep updated with the newest typhoon
nformation via TV, radio, the intemat, #ic.
'1 Stay indoors unless sheolutely necesss

J. Avoid approaching flaoding rivers and
Walerways.

4. Gather food, wates, lashlights, efc. in pr
wparation for an emwrgency.

5. Take proper counlermesisutes lo preve
nt abjects from being blown sway by wind
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cell-phone and PC email addresses.
Services are available in English and Easy Japanese.
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Citizen Collaboration Promotions Section International Relations Group

T031-8686 Hachinohe Uchimaru 1-1-1

43-9257 47-1485 renkei@city.hachinohe.aomori.jp
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Cost

Registration and information services are free.
However, telecommunication fees remain.

Information Sent

(D Tsunami Information

tsunami advisories / warnings, evacuation information

2 Emergency Information
earthquakes, typhoons, evacuation advisories / warnings,
the opening and location of evacuation centers

@ Lifeline Information

problems with electricity, gas and water
@ Fire Disaster Information (optional)
How to Register

Please apply with the following information.
-name - address - phone number - email
- desired language (English or Easy Japanese)

- whether or not you wish to receive fire disaster information
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